Millettia liberica Jongkind (Leguminosae-Papilionoideae) from the forests of western Africa is described and illustrated.
W and C Africa. Millettia sanagana and M. liberica belong to section Seriacanthae Dunn (Dunn, 1912: 134, 137, 138) .
A key to all Millettia species from W Africa will be given in the soon to be published Guide to the Woody Plants of western African forests (W.D. Hawthorne & C.C.H. Jongkind, in press). Shrub or tree up to 10 m tall. Stipules early caducous. Leaves with 2 or 3 pairs of leaflets, up to 35 cm long. Petiole up to 8 cm long, glabrous; rachis glabrous. Leaflets elliptic or ovate, both sides glossy and glabrous, midrib and lateral veins raised above, apex acuminate; terminal leaflet up to 18 cm long and 8.5 cm wide, with 5-7 pairs of lateral veins; petiolules puberulous; stipels 3-4 mm long, filiform. Pseudo-racemes up to 22 cm long, in the leaf axils near the end of the branchlets. Calyx campanulate and at most very shallowly lobed, 6 mm long and 4 mm wide, short appressed hairy, (partly) reddish or purple. Petals lilac or purple. Standard c. 17 mm long and wide (when flattened), with closed whitish appressed indumentum in upper half on the outside. Wings about as long as the standard and c. 6 mm wide, almost glabrous. Keel slightly shorter than standard and wings, glabrous or with a fringe of hairs along the apex. Stamens all but one united, free part 3-4 mm long. Ovary hairy; style glabrous. Pod flat and woody, with scattered appressed pale hairs to almost glabrous, up to 11 cm long and 1.7 cm wide, but maybe no full-grown pods collected yet. Distribution -E Sierra Leone to W Côte d'Ivoire.
Habitat & Ecology -Forest. Note -The localities of the specimens from Côte d'Ivoire and Sierra Leone are close to the border with Liberia. The major part of the distribution area of the species lies within Liberia.
Additional specimens examined:
Sierra Leone: Deighton 2228 (K), Bobuabu, Koya Chiefdom, 22.9.1931; Deighton 2254 (K), Mattru, 1931 Deighton 2857 (K) , Makeni, 14.1.1934; N.W. Thomas 3261(K) , Bumbuna, 20.10.1914; N.W. Thomas 7033 (K) , Kumrabai, 31.12.1914 Taï, 11.9.1975. 
